[The fundamentals of precaution].
The precautionary principle appeared in the health vocabulary, especially in blood transfusion, at the beginning of the 1990s. It is applied to potential risks in case of scientific doubt and corresponds to an hypothesis of risk that must be completely distinguished from the case of an exceptional residual risk. This principle lies on two innovations: the breach of the link between scientific knowledge and decision, and the creation of a context for a new normative value. Because of their consequences, these innovations should generate a debate between professionals about the caution principle's foundations, its conditions of application, and its judicial drawbacks. This article, mainly dealing with the foundations of caution, will also present the social construction of the precaution, its judicial aspects, as well as the change in the relationship to risks induced by it.